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SAMHSA Awards Drug Free Communities Grant to Local Latino 

Coalition: 

Grant provides 5-year budget for $600,000 to support local alcohol and substance use prevention 

initiatives in Charlotte-Mecklenburg Communities 

Charlotte, N.C. -The Center for Prevention Services, a private non-profit agency that provides 

programs and services to help prevent alcohol, tobacco and substance use among children and 

adolescents, announced that the Latino Drug Free Community Coalition (Alianza) was recently 

awarded a budget of $600,000 from SAMHSA’s Drug Free Communities grant to support local 

alcohol and substance use prevention efforts in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg community.  

The Drug-Free Communities Support Program (DFC) is a Federal grant program that provides 

funding to community-based coalitions that organize to prevent youth substance use. To be 

awarded, grantees must demonstrate that they have achieved a significant reduction in youth 

alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana use. 

The DFC grant will provide a $600,000 budget to support Alianza’s prevention efforts over a five 

year period. Alianza plans to utilize the grant to accomplish two goals: 1) increasing community 

collaboration around prevention and 2) reducing youth alcohol, marijuana, and prescription drug 

use and misuse. The coalition consists of four committees that will work from a master plan to 

implement the program in three strategic areas: School and Youth, Marketing and Media and 

Public Policy. The grant went into effect on October 1, 2016.  

“Alianza hopes to grow our coalition to include as many members as we can from our community.” 

said Karen De La O Medina, DFC grant coordinator. “In addition, we hope to see a statistical 

decrease in substance abuse behaviors among youth reported through state and local surveys.” 

In addition, Alianza’s receipt of the grant coincides with the agency’s first annual Stigma 

Unmasked Masquerade Ball. In observance of National Substance Abuse Prevention Month, CPS 

hopes to use the Masquerade Ball as a vehicle to raise awareness about the harms of mental health 

and substance use stigmas in order to continue funding for local prevention programs.  

To learn more about the Latino Drug Free Communities Coalition, please contact Karen De La 

O’Medina at medina@preventionservices.org. 

More About the Drug Free Communities (DFC) Support Program 

Since the passage of the DFC Act in 1997, the DFC Program has funded more than 2,000 coalitions 

and currently mobilizes nearly 9,000 community volunteers across the country. The philosophy 

behind the DFC Program is that local drug problems require local solutions.  With a small Federal 

investment, the DFC Program doubles the amount of funding through the DFC Program’s match 



requirement, to address youth substance use.  Recent evaluation data indicate that where DFC 

dollars are invested, youth substance use is lower.  Over the life of the DFC Program, youth living 

in DFC communities have experienced reductions in alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana use. To learn 

more about the DFC support program, visit https://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/drug-free-

communities-support-program. 

 

About the Center for Prevention Services (CPS) 

The Center for Prevention Services is a private, non-profit agency that offers programs and 

services to help prevent alcohol, tobacco and substance use among children and adolescents.   

Established in 1971, CPS promotes health and prevents addictions by providing classroom 

instruction and community education for youth, families, schools, organizations, workplaces and 

neighborhoods. To accomplish this, the agency partners with parents, educators and community 

leaders to implement research-based prevention programs that meet the specific needs of the 

community. In addition, CPS offers a confidential phone service that provides prevention 

information and referrals. Lines are open Monday-Friday, 8am–5pm, at (704)375-3784. To learn 

more about the Center for Prevention Services, visit our website at www.preventionservices.org 

or follow us @Cntr4Prevention|Facebook.com/preventionforward. 
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