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Alta Gracia Joins GreenHouse Business Incubator at The George
Corporate Spin-off Enters Next Phase of Growth

Spartanburg, S.C. - Alta Gracia Holdco Inc., an independent apparel company that sells collegiate
branded products to bookstores, recently launched in the GreenHouse Business Incubator on the third
floor of the George Dean Johnson, Jr. College of Business and Economics.

Founded in 2010, Alta Gracia operated as a subsidiary of Knights Apparel until HanesBrands acquired
Knights in April 2015. As part of the transaction, Alta Gracia separated from Knights Apparel and
became an independent entity. Alta Gracia offers product in over 1,100 college bookstores and NHL
concession shops while earning recognition as the only apparel company in the developing world that
is independently certified to pay a living wage.

Donnie Hodge, CEO and co-founder, believes the company’s long-term success will hinge on its ability
to adapt to a new environment and continue focus on its customers.

“We are now operating without the ‘safety net’ of a large company. Success depends on all our
associates realizing we are now part of a start-up community and to prepare for the unique challenges
we face as we enter this new phase of our company”, said Hodge. “Moreover, we want to be the best
vendor to our university and corporate partners.”

Erin Ouzts, director of the GreenHouse, says the incubator's programing will aid Alta Gracia’s fransition
in shaping a new identity and building infrastructure.

“Startups come in many forms. Spartanburg is fortunate to see them coming out of people's homes,
The Iron Yard, and now, out of existing corporations” said Ouzts. “Each type needs assistance with
clarifying market opportunities and their capability to fulfill those needs. The GreenHouse's position of
working with leadership teams fits well with Alta Gracia’s need to become an independent business
that has the internal resources to succeed on its own.”

In addition to supporting the company’s transition, the GreenHouse will open the door for Alta Gracia
to explore a community partnership at USC Upstate.

“Alta Gracia’'s presence in The George will provide a unique opportunity for our students and faculty
to witness first-hand the many aspects of their business including supply chain management, product
design and development, marketing and distribution,” said Frank Rudisill, dean of Johnson College of
Business and Economics.

Alta Gracia will work alongside 11 other startups in the GreenHouse program at The George. The
GreenHouse Business Incubator helps participants launch self-sustaining businesses into the
community by building solid business foundations and leadership team:s.

-More-



For more information about Alta Gracia, visit hitp://altagraciaapparel.com/about.ntml or e-mail Rip
Scoftt at rscott@altagraciaapparel.com.

For more information about the GreenHouse Business Incubator, e-mail Erin QOuzts at
eouzis@uscupstate.edu.

About the GreenHouse Business Incubator

The GreenHouse Business Incubator is a new venture development program that supports
enfrepreneurs through market need clarification, leadership training, business structure definition,
mentoring and connection to resources in an effort to launch high-growth businesses in downtown
Spartanburg, South Carolina. Founded in 2014 on the third floor of the George Dean Johnson, Jr.
College of Business and Economics at USC Upstate, the GreenHouse nurtures knowledge-based
businesses so they will grow and thrive in downtown. Follow us on Twitter (@Greenhousebizsc).
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